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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Pennines Township Committee.

Highways
The Highways Service has agreed the capital programme for 2016/18 and completed all 
outstanding work on the capital programme for 2015/16. These are programmed to deliver 
improved traffic flow through the Pennines villages and will start in April. 

The following works are remaining on highway and structure schemes as part of the capital 
programme for 2015/16

 Todmorden Road Retaining Walls 3 and 4 – nearing completion
 Higher Calder Brook retaining wall – planned

We are carrying out CCTV surveys of drainage gullies and culverts affected by the Boxing 
Day floods working on a long term solution to Calder Avenue.

Library Service
Libraries are being well used across the Pennines Township, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; digital inclusion; skills, jobs 
and business support; reading and literacy; early years and stronger families; preventing 
social isolation – particularly with the elderly.

There are weekly events and activities at every Pennines library including IT Training 
sessions and reading groups. A new regular activity started at Wardle Library in June. A 
coding club for children. Coding is becoming more popular with children and adults, and is 
part of the national curriculum.  It has proved to be a great activity to get young people in 
the library and socialising together, in addition to learning new skills.

Following Township Funding, the upstairs of Milnrow Library is now able to be used by 
community groups inside and outside of library hours.  When not in use by groups, the 
room provides valuable study space for library customers.

Many residents of the Pennines visited the highly successful Rochdale Digital Festival at 
Number One Riverside on February 26.  Some residents who attended the festival are now 
attending IT training and support sessions in libraries in the Pennines

Youth Service
The start of the New Year brought with it a start of a new group at Smallbridge Library 
undertaking their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, the existing group moved on to their 
Silver Award.  Young people meet every Tuesday and learn about camp craft skills they 
also work on improving their levels of fitness. 

Staff have been working hard to recruit new members to provision and to engage with 
more young people in the Pennines.  Numbers have grown at the football sessions held at 
Wardle High School on a Tuesday evening and Detached Youth Workers have continued 
to engage with young people in ‘hot spot’ areas such as Hare Hill Park and Milnrow 
Memorial Park.  Young people at Milnrow Youth Club have continued to work on healthy 
relationships and sexual health.



All young people in the Pennines have been invited to attend a number of cohesion events 
aimed at breaking down territorialism and promoting a greater understanding of each 
other’s needs. Groups from Stansfield, Littleborough, Wardle, Milnrow, Smallbridge and 
Belfield came together during February Half Term and attended trips to a Go-Karting 
session in Nelson.

Community Safety
There have been two operations within the Pennines Township over the last quarter to 
tackle “off road” and “mini moto” nuisance. Bikes were seized from the Blackstone Edge 
and Todmorden Road areas by GMP. Off Road warning signs have also been fitted at 
locations within the Township by Community Safety the most recent being at Smallbridge 
and Barnes Meadow. Work will continue addressing this form of ASB as and when the 
GMP resource is available and “hot spot” areas are identified. 

Work has progressed on getting the CCTV system at Stevenson Square Smallbridge 
linked to the main College Bank CCTV control room where it will be then monitored 24/7. 
The work is due to be completed before the financial year end. 

Work tackling ASB in the private rented housing sector has continued with tenancy 
terminations, tenancy warning letters, landlord warnings and the fitting of CCTV to identify 
the perpetrators of ASB all taking place. Other issues that have been resolved within the 
Township include noise nuisance, car parking issues & neighbour disputes.

Working with young people that perpetrate ASB has also been a priority this quarter. Once 
the Case Intervention Group has identified the offenders then the Crime and ASB Officers 
then carry out warning interviews along with Greater Manchester Police. This course of 
action usually has the desired effect in terms of altering the pattern of behaviour.
 
Within the last quarter officers have received an intense package of training on the 
Council’s new Microsoft Dynamics CRM system. This is a new package that allows the 
Council to interact more efficiently with our customers allowing the call centre to allocate 
jobs directly to the appropriate CRASBO. CRM also offers a full job monitoring system 
allowing Community Safety staff to access records and identify pieces of work that have 
been carried out on a particular complaint. The system also monitors targets and 
schedules. 



Community News

Firgrove Pavilion
Pennines Township has funded improvement work at the pavilion; the work includes 
upgrading the internal facilities for the use of local sports clubs. The facility is already a 
well-used asset for the Township and community, the improvements may lead to a greater 
number of clubs wanting to play and an increased participation in sports. 

CCTV Milnrow 
Pennines Township has awarded funding for the upgrade of the CCTV cameras in Milnrow 
Memorial Park. This will help to reduce the number of anti-social behaviour incidents within 
the park and increase safety for park users.

The Summit Tunnel Anniversary
The railway tunnel recently celebrated its 175th Anniversary; it was opened on 1 March 
1841 and is one of the oldest tunnels in the world. The Mayor and Mayoress attended a 
ceremony at Littleborough Station, and Northern provided complimentary train rides to 
travel through the tunnel.

Councillor Aftab Hussain
Pennines Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township Committee


